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Biographical Sketch of Theodore Q Bilbo
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4Mw"tt,T"' later, he wa3 admitted to. ,
weS SE SS taS State! wlh- -.

MIE people of Mississippi have a right Sg1 to know something of the life, career n the universai respect and esteem of all
niiuhment. if any he can boast, who know him throughout boutn anssis- -

mimVior manv hundreds.
His mother, who was an exemplar oi

every
" virtue of Christian womanhood,

passed away in March, 1913, gratefully
lining long enough to witness the triumph
of her beloved son over his implacable po-

litical foes in 1911. The family consisted
of 7 boys and 2 girls, and while his father
was always a substantial farmer, he
felt the responsibilities of a large family

of every citizen who asks their suffrage

for the office of Governor, the greatest

within their gift, and the highest honor
have a rightbestow. Theythat they can

what the aspirant for, this
grea? dTgnTty bases his plea for their con-

sideration; what type of man he is, upon

what performance he Predicates his prom-

ise and what he has done to justify so lofty

an ambition. . , and believed that seii-reiian- ce was w.c

best lesson that boys could learn; and so
In an endeavor tojjy

tnis wkicw
dtki 7h7 dore the opportunity of proving

and reasonable
u:oi oUfitfh or ljieuu uuv. nw. --i -

Cz.lir.rvl nnnnrtiinitips Were limited in the
rural districts during the days of Theo-

dore's boyhood, but he took advantage of
such as were available and alternated,
school with work on the farm until he was

for Governor ofSro: now a candidate
Mississippi, is presented.

Practically every voter in the State

for the pastfactor in Mississippi politics what
eight years, but few XisUcs and wha

oivtoon vonrs nlH. when he enterea tne
ntgh Scho in Poplarville, making seven

influences, what leti hig,. : Viiiva rnmbined to in

ever since witn a consianny minsuccess and honor; the firm of Bilbo &

Shipman being among the strongest legal
firms in South Mississippi, the practice of
his profession being interrupted but once,
when he took a post graduate course --m

law, at the University of Michigan, in

1908, after his election to the State Senate
inJ.907. .

Vhen he began his campaign for the
Senate, he had neither money, nor influ-

ence nor political prestige to support his
ambitions ; he was fairly well known as a
school teacher and lawyer in the five coun-

ties that constitute his home district, and
had nothing but his record and his char-
acter, as a man, to commend him to the
consideration of Voters; yet we doubt if

any tyro in politics ever accomplished so

sweeping a victory upon his first venture
upon those uncertain seas; and especially
against such formidable opposition. He

literally swept the district, carrying every
county in it and beating his opponent by a
majority of about three to one.

thus accredited, he took his seat in the
Senate, in 1908 and soon took a foremost
place in that body of strong men, standing
always for the welfare of the masses and
strenuously opposing all legislation inimi-

cal to that interest. '

The session of 1908 passed without any
great issue of State-wid- e importance be-in- g

developed. But it was at this session
that the senator from Pearl River first
commanded attention by assailing the
methods employed by the selfish and pre--

datory interests backed by a nbtiuhz1
press to. influence legislation in their bo-ha- lf.

He was relentless in his attacks up-

on these influences and succeeded in driv-

ing them from the capitol, therein incu-

rring their undying enmity, which has

persistently pursued him ever since. The
succeeding session of the same senate de-

veloped the most bitter factional conflict

that has ever stirred the political waters
of Mississippi to their depths.

United States Senator A. J. McLaurm,
of honored memory, had died suddenly in
December, 1909, just previous to the con-

vening of "the legislature in January, 1910.

Governor Noel appointed Col. James Gor-

don, an honored veteran of the Confed-

eracy, to fill the vacancy until the legisla-

ture should convene and choose Senator
McLaurin's successor.

Former Governor James K. Vardaman,
dictate against Hon.

High School course in wnen e wao

not quite twenty years old.

In the same year, he won a cadetship
in the United States Naval Academy at
Annapolis, Maryland, under a competitive
examination ; but subsequently abandoned
this career in order to study law, and be-

gan teaching school as a means to this
end. After teaching for a while he pro-
ceeded to the University of Nashville, and
at the" end of his first year, won the Pea-bod- y

scholarship for Mississippi. The
following year he was married to Miss

LillianS. Herrington, and he and his
bride again entered the University of

Nashville, where both remained until
1900, when she died, leaving a little daugh-

ter, now developed into a bright and at-

tractive bud of young womanhood, just en- -

tering her fifteenth year, and known as
Miss Jessie Forest Bilbo, whose right
training and education are the constant
and solicitous thought and care of a de-

voted father. .

. During these University days he utilized
the hours not given to study and his vaca
tion periods industriously in earning
money necessary to the maintenance ol
his wife and himself. After completing
his University course he returned to Mis-

sissippi, resuming the work of teacher,
which he pursued with a success that sum-

moned him to employments in that line of

constantly increasing dignity and responsi- -
a tVior rpsnnnsihle DOSltlOnS

earner envu."- -
and

-
to create fui,

duce this prominence
remarkable man.

The purpose of this sketch is, therefore

to supply this deficit of exact information
drawnorrect much misconception

?rom misrepresentation respecting- - the

character of the man, Bilbo, and his Mr

f.ll the exalted place to which he

Spires. Perhaps since the days of the

Kbus attacks upon George Washington,
n man in American politics has been the

of more false accusation ; more base-li"- s

defamation, more aspersion, more cal-

umny misrepresentatbn inspiredor more
bv malignant hate, than has been the lot

of the subiect of this sketch; because he

entered public life in the midst of a tumul-perio- d,

when the battle was raging
between the forces of predatory

privilege and the hosts that stood for the

of the people; and his strong convic-

tion and
of right, his persistent energy

battle spirit carried him into the
Thickest of that conflict, where intense

t.imities and animosities ruled.

He, then, enlisted in the cause of the
that

pcopte and has been fighting under

anner ever since. It is, therefore, small

wonder that he has been bitterly assailed

ami misrepresented by those whose

were defeated and whose evil pur-

poses were exposed in that memorable

They have not yet forgiven him for the
4V,ov suffered at his held by him, he was successively principal

Edsand while the mud uaitcxiw,
atmosphere

on.the of Aaron Academy, in naiicuc. """ ,

Q!1,.nrt. the i ua xrjpVmkoTi Hich School

nfi.iionalK lluied by some foul JJto principaiof the High School

explosion of that "?r- - at Wiggins
a v,fa now under me cuuuw x

Ti tv,M,rVi n5anrJation with this
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John Sharp Williams for the United States
Senate in 1907, and who was defeated by

only six hundred votes, had gained a

prestige and demonstrated his wonderful

strength before the people in that contest
so conclusively that no doubt was enter-

tained that he should be the logical sue- -.

cessor to the lamented McLaurin. It was

generally conceded that, as against any
other candidate, who might offer for the

place, before the people, he would be over-

whelmingly chosen. It was assumed that
the .legislature, presumably reflecting the

popular will, would promptly, upon con-

vening, elect the former Governor to fill

the vacancy created by Senator McLau-

rin's death.
But there were other ambitions and In-

fluences to be reckoned with; the secret
caucus of malodorous, memory resulted

and, through many days, the conflict was

waged between the Vardaman forces and
the adherents of a combination of some

half dozen candidates, united to defeat the

kind of work that Mr. Bilbo acquired the

strong sentiment and convictions m rela-

tion to education that have distinguished
his official conduct as Senator and Lieu-

tenant Governor. .

In 1903 Mr. Bilbo was married to Mrs.

Linda R. Bedgood, and went on with school

work, until 1905, when he entered the law

department of Vanderbilt University, his

wife accompanying him, entering the Uni-

versity of Nashville where sne graduated
w;a 1or nnnniii in a

present Governor of the State.

These aspersions and calumnies have all

been met and driven back to their native

caverns of darkness and shame, but the

assassin of character still lingers m the
occasionally, to send a pms-on- ef

rows,
arrow after the object of his enmity,

hence another reason for this writing.

BIOGRAPHICAL.
Gilmore Bilbo was born Oc-tn- ir

13th. 1877, at Juniper Grove, the
lie compieieu ma i" -

Bilbo homestead, six miles bouth-o- i rop Snrie passing his examination
larville, in Pearl River county toe m of Wj" Association, be--

Oliver kudo, anu w uC, y --":r - in Nash- -James ti of hi3 profession
lace) Bilbo His "3 S n partnership wHh ex-May-or J S.

tKS "a Brown. that city. Returning to Mis- -


